AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Please amend the specification at page12, last paragraph as follows: 
While the above exemplary system including STB 22 is illustrative of the basic 
components of a digital set-top box suitable for use with the present invention, the 
architecture shown should not be considered limiting since many variations of the 
hardware configuration are possible without departing from the present invention. The 
present invention could, for example, also be implemented in more advanced 
architectures such as that disclosed in U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/473,625, 
filed Dec. 29, 1999, Docket No. SONY-50N3508 entitled "Improved Internet Set-Top 
Box Having aad= an In-Band Tuner and Cable Modem" to Jun Maruo and Atsushi 
Kagami , now U.S. Patent Number 6757,909, issued June 29, 2004 . This app li cat i on 
patent describes a set-top box using a multiple bus architecture with a high level of 
encryption between components for added security. This application is hereby 
incorporated by reference as though disclosed fully herein. 

Please amend the paragraph spanning pages 7 and 8 as follows: 
The STB 22 may also be coupled to an independent service provider (ISP) host 
38 by a suitable connection including dial-up connections, DSL (Digital Subscriber Line) 
or the same transmission medium 20 described above (e.g., using a cable modem) to, 
thus, provide access to services and content from the ISP and the Internet. The ISP 
host 38 provides various content to the user that is obtained from a content database 
42=52. STB 22 may also be used as an Internet access device to obtain information 
and content from remote servers such as remote server 48 via the Internet 44 using 
host 38 operating as an Internet portal, for example. In certain satellite STB 
environments, the data can be downloaded at very high speed from a satellite link, with 
asymmetrical upload speed from the set-top box provided via a dial-up or DSL 
connection. 



Please amend the only full paragraph on page 9 as follows: 

Audio packets from the demultiplexer 110 (those identified with an audio PID) are 
decrypted and forwarded to an audio decoder 114 where they may be converted to 
analog audio to drive a speaker system (e.g., stereo or home theater multiple channel 
audio systems) or other audio system 116 (e.g M stereo or home theater multiple 
channel amplifier and speaker systems) or may simply provide decoded audio out at 
44%. Video packets from the demultiplexer 110 (those identified with a video PID) are 
decrypted and forwarded to a video decoder 122. In a similar manner, data packets 
from the demultiplexer 110 (those identified with a data PID) are decrypted and 
forwarded to a data decoder 126. 

Please amend the paragraph starting at line 10 of page 12 as follows: 
STB 22 will more commonly, as time goes on, include a disc drive interface 170 
and disc drive mass storage 172 for user storage of content and data as well as 
providing storage of programs operating on CPU 132. STB 22 may also include floppy 
disc drives, CD ROM drives, CD R/W drives, DVD drives, etc. CPU 132, in order to 
operate as a computer, is coupled through the system bus 130 (or through a multiple 
bus architecture) to memory 176. Memory 176 4^% may include a combination any 
suitable memory technology including Random Access Memory (RAM), Read Only 
Memory (ROM), Flash memory, Electrically Erasable Programmable Read Only 
Memory (EEPROM), etc. 
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